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The. virgin year of the electric century
jjfifowa our 'nation strong and eager on the

Trail." A lifting senss of new do--
Joy the thought of victories

?&.--

CBanges in'the Army of a
r

Onin the year just ended law has been
raacMtFebrrsry 3) for the .reorganization

cf tUttarmy. which definitely fixes Its status
.tSsr rhveral "rears to come, and nrobahlv un--
ttfertbreak of another war. Durlcg the

itwe-S- j years preceding the war with Spain
the strength of the army was about 2,000
xsea.The present' law calls for minimum

mjm and maximum of 100.000, In the
discretion of the President: and bv his or--

ltar eC Mar the number is fixed 77.000.
ISUTTKlfBtifkr at cavnlrv riHmnt flf--

cCeaaMlMi tiii'liMa nT Ana Infatitw m.
:,1WIH IIHIIJ1, an increase-o- r five; of engln-'er- s

three battalions, in place of one; the
r'l-i-

it. l,-- .,
caraasBry otouubeq unv carps, equiva- -

KlMt .tanbers to thirteen regiments, In

force year ago consisted of
reenters and 30,080 volunteers.

Hmarkable
the most remarkable literary de

ITTn ls of the opening year of the
ElinrTln America nave beea the

'TntrarjAtsrfcal fiction and the exploit
novels on the stage. The

jtt MB made Americanism more self- -
than' It had been for nearly

rears, and fostered hanger and
Me Slavs and romances deallnr with

MdwU history and national life. Had
"ftaali "Wynne" smeared lust after, in.
MM toflast before, the moment of ereat- -
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rtlriMl expansion, would have bern
sABBrrhed. not bv tens of thousand. mt

.T fcmdred. of. thousands of readers, de--
ttsisolld literary merits.

"chart Carvel" and "The Crisis." "Jan- -
i." 'Alice of Old --Vlncennes."

tLrti 'and J," "Prisoners of Hope" and
iHi) zxuiu, Qeaiing an wicn

;Mltfcl uilwiln or critical periods In

il

is Tells of
heat which prevailed over the great

hrtis) IfaUeys oftiie country through July
reMMli mxu August resulted In disaster to
rcwri it prices have advanced much in

of the great shortage that the
to the farmers who have had

to sell'have been greater than the
'of-th- e larger production of preceding

Vmm.
xm naai crop eecapea aamage from tne

errotagmv excepting in portions of the
wheat region, and the crop yield was

(largest with one exception, ever pro- -
m this country. Taking Into account

Hkstfiorina us production of Canada, lnclud--
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Invention In the United States

la dearand the climate favorable
At Colgate, on Tuba

water power generates a cur--
extraordinary pressure of 60,000

ana may be understood when
that . men 'in stout health

by tut) volts. The current
to San Francisco along a

will be finished In' January. This
for-S- 3 miles, more than half

between Buffalo and New
without precedent In electrical en--

enterprise Is Into the
transcontinental traflcThe Great

Is arranging -- to. operate
rhftrtrslly the.
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to be won, Joy In the very struggles that
would yield up victory possessed u The
giant was conscious of his mighty thews and
glad cf his brave heart.

To the young the young age of
miracle that began with KOI!

In and under our good brown earth la OJr
treasure-hous- e, and hands and brains we
have had to delve riches out. Prosperity,
very real, and very great, was giving Im-

pulse to new enterprise. We gloried In our
ast expanse of wheat land, corn land, cot-

ton land and the harvest oer and above our
needs.

We found new poetry In the grimy reaches
where myriad white plumes of steam and
sable plumes of smoke ascended from fur-

nace, md rolling mill. Coal, iron,
copc-er-, gold, silver, lead wc rained and
worked them all.

Never was fucIi a Earne-ll- t, hammer-clange- d

song of industry as that our WtO),-- ()

reople were singing with uplifted eyes
Across this happ chorus of a people sud-

denly came the tolling of a funeral bMI. In
the iwecp of land-wid- e sorrow for him,
our President, ojr beloved of men, stricken
foully down, we had paused to think that
the material and corporeal were not all

The death of President McKlnley at the
hands of a .brutalized gnome of anarchy had
not stopped a wheel or a spade or drill In
the Industrial onrush fcr more than a

space. How impressive, how significant
that minute's pause! But it gave a graver
level to our thought. In the gravity of that
moment we askc ourselves perhaps the
question, 'What Is our victory to avail us?"

What are we doing for cur inner selves,
for the better part cf us? Are "millions,"
whether in dollars, bushels or tons. every-thin- g?

What, after all. Is this exaltation of the
mass unless It means upl ft the unit as a
unit?

So the sad passing forth of the good and
great and gentle President was not wholly
In vain.

In his place stands arother of very noble
ideals.! We reed not question what might
hae ben, but, under God's providence, we
saw him whose bent for battle and struggle
was so intense come calmed and chastened
to the place of power, and take up the
great task In the patient spirit of him who
had laid It down. We saw Theodore Roose-velt- 's

energy-an- d Are attuned in marvelous
fashion to the cautlors ways of his pre-

decessor. The nation tosk heart at that.
He would not change or try to change

one jot the direction of the presidential pol-

icy, he said, when he took the oath as Pres-
ident, ar-- In the main, in the s,

be bas held to It. So Individual a man can-

not stifle his individuality altogether, nor
would It be well that he did so.

Elected the previous November to succtea

The latter have all d out. and.
while the number of men in the United
States service is less than lttwas then, yet
the peace establishment Is row definitely
fixed at about three times what it was be-fc-re

the war with Soain.
The act of February 3 also introduced

many reforms in organization, which have
long been desired, the most important of
which is the provision for Interchangeabillty
of service between the line and staff. In
connection with the reorganization of the
army the Secretary of War has drawn up
an elaborate but well considered project for
military education, which will be put into
operation during "the coming year.

In the matter of small arms, the factory
at the Springfield, Mass., arsenal has been
supplemented by another at the Rock Island
arsenal (Illinois), and the Secretary reports
that, if authorized by Congress, the Na-
tional Guard In the various States can be
armed w4th the service rifle; that there is

American history", --found ah almost Im-

measurable audience awaiting' them. "Da-
vid Harnm." "Eben Holden" and "The
Honorable Peter Stirling" appealed to
Americans as Americans, by portrayng
strongly marked national traits, and types.
In this respect they differed from the other
record-breaki- stories -- of recent years
"Ben-Hur- ." "Trilby." "Quo Vadls," "The
Christian," "Black Rockr and' "When
Knighthood Was in Flower." The 'great
vogue of the last-nam- books shows thnt
Americanism is not the only passion the
would-b- e record breaker can confidently ap-
peal to in this country, yet few will pre-
tend that, had not this patriotic feeling
been appealed to by the historical-romanc- e

writers of the last few years, they would
not have enjoyed more than a tithe of
their actual popularity.

That an attempt should be made to turn

ing Northwest British America, the sur-
plus for North for export exceeds
all previous years and the average of prices
has been very satisfactory.

There has been an export movement In
wheat unparalleled, and in the first four
months of the crop year the exports from
America have been excess ot last year by

0.000.000 bushels, and have been at the
enormous rate of about 270,000,000 bushels
per year. For the first part of the season
the average of prices 'was a little below a
year ago, owing to the Immensity of the
crop, but the distribution was such that,
until November, there was sufficient for

mish. sixty-si- x miles.' a two mile tunnel

water at Everett to Wenatcbee. on the Co- -
lumbla River. 141 miles. Thus may a moon--
tain torrent, too remote from cities to have
its energy borne thither, may In regions of
costly fuel be. gainfully Impressed Into rail
roading.

During-- the jrear Mr. Edlsrn' perfected a
storage battery of new dUTCbility and effi-
ciency, weighing but. forty-si- x pounds for
each bone power. He Is busily engaged In
improving its constructive details, and early
In TAB will establish a factory for the bat-
tery at Glen Ridge. N. J The. elements ot
the cells are Iron and a superoxide ot nickel,
bathed In an aqueous solution' of potassium
compound. J-.- ,- -

With a battery UroDel--
'ling an electromobUe designed aad'operated
hv Kfr a -- V. i mtemr h wMf h. a M.t1A- - '.." " v"

triumphs In the electrical field, forming part or the route. If the experl-- w

leads the world In long-dl- $- meat proves satisfactory an entire 'division
laston-th- ls mainly because will be operated in like manner, from tide- -

the

coming

through Cascade

hercules

m'n-utc- 's

America

himself. President McKlnley entered on th
new year easy of heart. The nation, de-

spite the drain of the war smoldering in
the Philippines, could afford to retrench its
taxation, and so great was tho prosperity
that the reduction made still left a surplus
rolling up. The vexed Cuban question en-

tered on the phase of solution through the
Piatt amendment, which the Cuban conven-
tion, after much hesitation, concluded to ac-

cept.
The capture of Agulnaldo had reduced the

Importance of the rillplno operations, wh le
the Spooner amendment laid the foundations
of civil government In the llands. The Su-

preme Court decisions gave some stability
to the status of Torto Rico, although few
great decisions have ever been so qualified.
Hawaii wa contentui under the flag

The standing arm had been raised from
an establishment of 13,000 men to a potential
of NXMXX) and an actual force of 77,000 and
Its reorganization effected. The navy was
Increasing in righting force and steaming
radius. The rejected treaty
was in process, of s3cret amendment, Eng-
land giving w.iy to our Just demands, and so
clearing the way for the great Isthmian ca-

nal project. The Republican party was
triumphant. Buslne'-- North and South and
East and We-- t was humming

The President's second inauguration wa
memorably superb When, toward the end
of April, he began his tour through the
West to the Pacific slope, no ruler, elected
or hereditary. In all the norld looked with
more gratified eje on a more gratlfjlng
scene of national life and glor. We ll

to recall that now. It was the apogee of his
career the Mas da of his endeavor. Cloud
ed. as his outing was, by the illness of th
wife he loved. It brought him closer than
ever to the nation's heart.

To glance from these moments of glad
honor and proud acclaim to the somber da3
of early September, with our foremost fall-

en, and then through the throbbing hours
of that funeral progress of 900 miles to the
grave on the Canton hillside, we encounter
a tragedy too deep for mere words of grief.

Peace to William 'McKlnley, our martyr of
ISO!.

Not there alone was the nation tried and
found not wanting A long midsummer
drought had brought dismay through the
wide corn belt The crop had shrunk one-thir- d.

The wider area of cotton planted was
to yield less per acre iban In sears. Other
staples and fruits of the earth showed
largely diminished gatherings; but wheat,
our noblest grain, was, for compensation,
never more abundant. Ordinarily, the great
shortage would have meant .a great disas-
ter, but the wonderful diversity of products
and vocations of land and people evened
matters in a way; not short of the marvel-
ous.

The mining output was enormous. Manu--

Fundamental Character and in Line of

Vogue in America of Historical Fiction. n

an abundant supply of smokeless powder on
hand and ample facilities for its manufac-
ture. The army, navy and marines are
now, for the first time In our history, armed
utth tho same musket This is the n,

which is believed to be the qual
of any gun in use in foreign armies.
In the mater of fortifications and ordnance

of large caliber, the plans of the Endlcott
Board of 1SS8 have been steadily carried
forward, "until now our chief sea coast cities
are no longer defenceless, as they were
until a fcw j ears ago. During the year 1901

large guns, mortars and rapid fire guns
have been placed In the recently constructed
fortifications.

The guerrilla warfare in the Phll'pplnes
continued during the early part of the year,
but practically terminated with the capture
of Agulnaldo. Our loses during the fiscal
year were 243 killed. 490 wounded. 118 cap-
tured and twenty missing. Those of the In-

surgents, or guerrillas, were 3,854 killed, 1,193

to double account the trend to historical
fiction by adapting each new favorite to
theatrical use is scarcely to be wondered
at and. Indeed, It is not without prece-
dent No play, in all probability, has ever
been more popular on the American boards
than "Uncle Tom's Cabin," with "Rip Van
Winkle" as Its perennial rival dramatiza-
tions both. "The Three Musketeers," "Mon-
te Cristo," "Camille" and "East Lynne"
are only novels In a different dres.

The movement seems to have culminated
this winter, when, on the same evening,
"Monsieur Bcaucalre," "The Helmet of Na-

varre" and "Alice of Old Vincennes" were
brought to the attention of tne New York
public, which had but just mnde the ac-
quaintance cf "Eben Holden," while half a
dozen others were on "the road," and an-
other half-doze- n In rehearsal.

One fact, if no other, has been clearly

eign and domestic demand to take care of
a crop movement never before equaled.

During the month of November, however,
the movement of wheat into sight wasat
the rate of about a million bushels for each
business day, and this average has been
well kept up during the month of December.
Notwithstanding this fact, prices were car--'
ried upward on the known fact of the enor-
mous disappearance of wheat for export and
tbfe belief that owjng to the extraordinary
prices for feeding grain arid feeding stuffsa large amount of wheat would disappear
In this way.

While the results of the wheat crop" were
very satisfactory, there was not another
crop of any kind which made a satisfactory
outturn. Corn was fully 33 per cert short

run was reduced on November 16 to sixty-fiv- e
seconds, at the Ocean Parkway. Brook-

lyn. The vehicle, including its battery,
weighed 1,850 pounds, and was rated at fif-
teen to twenty horse-powe- r. On the same
occasion a Mors automobile, driven by gas-
oline, and estimated ati1 forty horse-powe- r,

was driven a mile In but fifty-tw- o second:
The constant, reduction in the weieht of

heat and electric motors is steadily bringing
within measurable distance the next su-
preme victory of Invention the mastery of
the ah-- by mechanical flight.

Nswfoundland ,aa the most easterly out-
lier of America, gave a terminus to the first
Atlantic cable. On December 12 and It'
afforded Marconi, on Signal Hill, St. John's,
a wireless signal of the letter S from the
Uxard.(bn'the coast of Cornwall. England,
iJKO miles away. -

Aa in the", experiment by which Franklin
.proved electricity andjlghtning to be one
ami uic Hiuc, so m mis case it was a rat,"

an Export Movement in

facturing was phenomenally active, and
mercantile and corporate enterprise never
so bold and forehanded. And so, although
necessaries rose in price, they could be pro-

cured, since wages were earning wages
with a decided tendency to advance The
fanrers found higher prices for shortened
crops, and the circle of well-bein- g was com-
pleted and sustained on a living average.

Yet the lesson of It all should sink dsep
into the minds of our thinkers. Our es-

cape from calamity shows otr interdepend-
ence as well ns our mutual 'Wport. Hands
th.it' toil and hands that reapwlthout toil
have, in the light of this year's economics
in the United States, every reaon to pu'l
together, the stronger seeing the weaker
through, pnd.manhood and womanhood the
bitter for It all.

Great ha., been the office of capital in our
sounding vear; vast, in.d grov,Ing v tster, its
aggregations, based on the proposition
which has been formulated by James, 3.
Hill as "the conduct of the largest mass
is tr-- chejpest." Sums so great as to seem
abstract rather than concrete have met.
Intermingled and multiplied, till common
t umerlc il factors hav e almost lost their
meaning.

This rolling up of millions Into billions
has given birth, as we have seen, to splen-
did audacities Such enthusiasm for Innova-
tion, such wide embracing and outward
reaching the worlds of manufacture, com-
merce and transportation have never seen.
Witness the bujlng of whole lines of for-
eign steamships and the stupendous tun-
nel project of the Pennsylvania Railroad.

A hundred and fifty jears ago in Eng-

land, the dav s when India was opened to
her, and again in tho same l'land after the
repeal of the corn laws, similar swelling In-

dustrial tides arose that took England's
Clearness to Its flood, out there the growth
depended most upon how she brought the
i reduce of ether lands to her doors. Here
It comes from the development of our own
resources and our enterprise in giving our
grow Ing surplus to 'the world.

As we have but scratched the surface, as
it were, of our possibilities, the smallest
intelligence suffices to Indicate how firm
rcoted our confidancc can be that our power
will endure and grow. Our domestic expan-

sion has shown how small, comparatively.
Is our expansion abroad.

To our capital and the brains directing it
the quick realization of what has been inev-

itable since Bunker Hill must be conceded.
In our growth Europe has found a menace
"the American peril," it has called it but
this should not be so. In the conquests of
peace brilliant compensations may be
fcund.

It is not surprising that abuses calling
for remedy should have arisen in this cap-
italizing movement which' wc call the
trusts. The unifying which is founded on
what is euphemistically described as "com- -

n!

wounded, 6,572 captured and 23,093 surren-
dered.

The cessation of hostilities has made it
possible to reduce the force in the Philip-
pines from 72,000 men to 42,000 men, and In
a short time it will be still further re-

duced to 32.000 men. There are 5.000 men in
Cuba, 1,500 in Porto Rico, a few hundred
In Alaska, Hawaii and China, and about 34,-C-

in the United States.
A most interesting feature is the gradual

formation of native troops. In Porto Rico
there are two battalions, one of which was
present at the inauguration of President Mc-

Klnley, and attracted much attention and
favorable comment In the Philippines there
are 5.0CO native scouts, organized into com-
panies commanded by American officers.

In brief, the year has been one of great
Importance to the army. The changes have
been of a fundamental character, and all of
them in the line of Improvement When the

demonstrated by the current year's expe-
rience in dramatized novels, and this is that
.the popularity of a book by no means as-
sures the popularity of a play based upon It
Witness the fate of several which have fall-
en by the way. Other things, however, be-

ing equal, as, for instance, construction, plot
and character, the "book play" Is, at least,
as apt to prove a success as the play hav-
ing no connection with a novel. Among
our dramatists using their own plots not
much of great merit or high literary quality
has seen the light The actual stage condi-
tions are against the latter, although there
are passages of sparkle In the plays of Mr.
Clyde Fitch and always some good lines In
the work of Mr. Augustus Thomas.

Coming back to our books, it may be said
that the opening year of a century is not
Inauspicious that brings us not only "The
Crisis," "D'ri and I" and "The Man From

of last year, and prices advanced nearly
100 per cent. When the terrible conditions
which prevailed In midsummer were real-
ized an enormous speculation in corn de-

veloped, advancing prices 20 cants per bushel
and then receding, losing about half the
advance; but In early December they moved
up to figures which have not been reached
for many years, selling close to TO cents at
Chicago and nearly 74 cents at New York.
Not only was there a great shortag? In
corn, but the crop of oats was about

bushels behind last year's, so that in
combination corn and oats, the two great

'feeding grains, were about 8S0.O00.000 bushels
less than last year.

The price of oats responded with even
greater alacrity than the price of corn to

at an elevation of 400 feet, which brought to
the receiving telephone the transatlantic
message. .

This wonderful achievement Is to be fol-
lowed up both in and on the
New England coast, if corporate pigheaded-nee- s

does not bar the way. Some weeks pre-
viously the Marconi system received the
seal of the highest commercial approval.
The MarconT patents passed for, fourteen
years' to the control of Words, as chief ma- -,

rine Insurers In' the world, vitally interested
In reducing the risks of ocean transit. ,

The wireless telegraph promises new se-

curity at sea. In darkness or fog, messages
from shore or from vessels in the same
ocean lane will give a steamer warning of
reefr.' Icefloes, approaching stornuC changes
ofocean currents, or hazard of collision: In
like farhlon a ship, In distress may summon
aid. The same Invisible throb of electricity
mav' further to keen. the whole
procession oi Atlantic liners in vouch wiui

munlty of Interests," as in the case of
competing railroads, has features which
call for light upon them. The power to ad-
vance prices arbitrarily, as In the case of
the Anthracite Coal Trust, where the

tons mined this year are made to
cost the consumer $60,000,000 more than the
same amount of coal last year. Is surely
a power to be reckoned with. Neither
should it prove startling thnt labor should
feel some alarm at the gigantic power that
gives it employment.

The steel strike was more an expression
of thU alarm than of any wage grievance.
The strike failed, but in the labor confer-cncef- of

this closing month of the jear we
see that the two great factors among the
world workers are earnestly seeking some
base of saner settlement than the crude
and cruel arbitrament of the strike and
the lockout. There is the highest promise
In the National Arbitration Board as chos-
en by the conference. If the aggregating
of capital Is to be continuous. It is plain
that a modus vivendl must be found. Amer-
ican intellect may be trusted to find it.

While the trusts must find a way to
deal justly with nil their customers and
openly with their growing shareholders,
and while what the President calls their
"monopolistic tendencies" must be curbed,
the remedy Is not a simple one: yet It, too,
must be found, even if the walls of the pro-
tective tariff must be lowered in places.

In one other capacity the position of the
trusts must be noted in the history of the
J ear, namely. In the growth of a force that
polices the financial and Industrial world,
and In time of momentary stress shuts the
gates to disaster. This was notably in-

stanced when J. Pierpont Morgan put a
heavy hand on the fighting forces in the
Northern "Pacific "corner," and. with those
he called about him, brought the raging
speculative element of the stock market
to a standstill. The wreckers are no longer
the force they were in Wall street

No exchange can be wholly freed from
violent fluctuations, but now the swing of
the pendulum is notably limited, and the
power to warn off financial malefactors
before they can work calamity exists In a
large degree. It is the Instinct of

It Is true, that accounts for
this high police force of the bank parlor,
the directors room and the broker's office,
but that Instinct answers for all the cor-
rective dynamics of the human race.

Fain we are to think that all this mate-
rial advance and achievement, over whl:h
we beat so many drums, must bo making
us happier and better as men and women.
Measurably It is. Crime is not on the in-

crease. Such a vile outcrop as the anar-
chistic Insanity has no breeding reason in
our Republic, though It arose in. the per-
son of one assassin to slay a President
What can be done to keep it foreign to us
will be applauded by the whole people.

new officers have received the training con-
templated by the scheme of instruction,, it
will doubtless attain the same extraordinary
efficiency that characterized the smaller
army of 1898.

Few, if any, changes of importance have
been made in the National Guard during
the year. Its numbers remain at about 110 --

000 organized troops, chiefly Infantry, vol-
untarily formed from the unorganized mili-
tia, or men of military age, numbering up-
ward of 10,000,000. It is still a State force,
supported chiefly by the States and armed
with an antiquated weapon.

In the navy the year bas been one of less
Importance than In the army, but still one
of steady progress in building the new
navy, which was begun In 18S2. Two battle-
ships, the Wisconsin and the Illinois, were
accepted and placed In commission,, and
satisfactory progress was made on three
others.

The year was chiefly remarkable for the

Glengarry,!' but also such works of art as
Henry Harland's "The Cardinal's Snuff
Box." Mr. Cable's "The Cavalier," Doctor
Mitchell's "Circumstance." Doctor Van
Dyke's "The Ruling Passion," Gouverneur
Morris's "Tom Beaullng" and J. P. Mow-
bray's "A Journey to Nature" a book that
In its way, though its way is not Doctor
Holmes's; somehow brings to mind the ripe
wit and wisdom of the autocrat.

Especially noteworthy, also, are two new
"animal books" "Lives of the Hunted."

Seton (as tho author now chooses to
be called), and "Wild IJfo Near Home," by
Dallas Sharp a newcomer among the llttla
band of writers who record with charm
what they have observed with scientific
knowledge and precision. In poetry we
have had the "Poems" of William Vaughn
Moody a book of extraordinary promise;
and a new volume of poems by Edwin

these conditions, and doubled last year's
prices, so that farmers received for 660,000,-00- 0

bushels of oats this year, or at least
the part they marketed, double the price
they got for the surplus marketed last year
out of the 810,000,000-bush- el crop. The ex-

traordinary conditions were such that the
returns to the fanners have been even

'greater than would appear on the surface.
as the prices received for grain in the great
Southwest have been such as to draw grain
from the districts which usually supply the
East and Europe.

The results of the smaller grain crops
were ordinarily satisfactory. Potatoes,
however, showed a loss of about 30 per cent
in outturn, and prices of all descriptions of
farm products have been on a correspond

each other and In touch with land, so that
news of Importance may be communicated
to or from a passenger In midocean as easi-

ly as if he were seated at home.
The authorities at Washington are to In-

stall wireless telegraphy on the lightships
of the United States service. The New York..rr i.zr'."jzeraias aaopuon oi wie lumwi j
was an impulse that helped to popularise
the great Invention materially.

Wheatstone long ago devised a rapM Mi--
graph which required the perforation of

paper strips by a special operator, who
then handed his work to a telegrapher.
This double handling of messages, with Its
twofold, liability to mishap, has kept the
Wheatstone method from general use. Mr.
Patrick B. Delaney of South Orange. N. J.,
baa recently brought to success and accept-
ance hla long studied plan of rapid tele-
graphy, which simplifies the Wheatstone
mrthods at every point To-da- y bis system
U at work on the line, of the Pennsylvania

Public faith Is in high esteem. Even If
it should cost us some millions of public
revenue for a jear, the people look with
friendly eyes on the project of helping
Cuba to sell us her sugar crop, so that it
shall not be harvested at a los3. The popu-

lar mind looks anxiously to the end of the
military rule in the Philippines.

Among things at once touching the useful
as well as the sentimental, the victory in
the International racht races shows our
emulative spirit at its best, and our ship
models tho finest in the world. Not only
In these wajs does the story of the year
ring true. No twelvemonth has been so
fruitful of philanthropic giving by those
who have to those who have not or those
who have little. The massive gifts of Mr.
Andrew Carnegie are an encyclopaedia of
shrewdly directed bcnevoIe"cc. The hard
steel of his industry he has transmuted to
the soft gold of his good wilt to men. And
followers, rivals even, he has had among
the rich men and women of our Republic.

Much has been do le for education, for
our sick, for our weaker, for our erring
brethren. Much also has been done to add
beauty to our lives and our towns. The

Exposition at Buffalo and
the now open exposition at Charleston are
memorable stepping stones on the road to
the useful and the aesthetic. The bicen-
tennial of Yale marked a great gathering
of her sons and rs There la a
v eritable army at work searching out ways
of brightening the road for others. Our
Inventors have kept the promise of other
years in useful and beneficial discovery".

Our artists are rising to broader heights
of skill and purpose. Our literature reflects
the many-side- d culture that is ever find-
ing more congenial home and more fertile
field for operation and research in our uni-
versities and colleges. Our fiction is clean,
as befits a clean-minde- d people. Our doctors
of medicine and surgery are winning vic-
tories in their noble crusade for humanity,
victories which keep our medical science
abreast of the best in the whole world In
fome things beyond all others. Religion
keeps Its hold on the popular mind.

At peace within our mighty Common-
wealth, all contests of the past buried, no
insistent question dividing sections: re-

spected abroad, prosperous at home; the
great doctrine of Monroe reaffirmed and
recognized, assuring safety to the "Western
Hemisphere from exterior aggression; anew
treaty blotting out the old and clearing
the diplomatic cobwebs from before our
army of spadesmen, ready for their cam-
paign against the rock-splne- d Isthmus that
keeps two oceans apart; with educational
uplift and philanthropic fraternity mak-
ing for a greater Republic, expanded in the

IniprovenientcKGRiE
large number of vessels contracted for un-
der appropriations made in previous years
viz.. five first-cla- ss battleships, six armored
cruisers and three protected cruisers of
large size and high speed.

Including torpedoboats and destroyers, no
less than sixty-on- e vessels are now under
construction, to be completed in from one
to three years, provided the armor,. Is de-

livered in time. The Navy Department rec-
ommends appropriations at the present ses-
sion for three more battleships, two first-cla- ss

cruisers and seventeen vessels of
smaller size.

The controversy regarding the price of
armor seems to have been settled; con-
tracts for 37,000 tons have been placed, and
the manufacturers are enlarging their
plants so as to increase their production
from 7,500 to 12.000 tors a year. The quality
Is considered the very best, and the price 'less than in Europe.

The number of vessels on the navy list Is

n n n
Markham. In biography we have had
such Important works as Mr. Scudder's life
of Lowell, and in yet another department
of literature one year has brought us two
works of peculiar interest and significance
Booker T. Washington's "Up From Slav-
ery." and Jacob A. RIls's "Making of an
American." One tells the story of a negro
waifs gradual riss t? be the leader of his
people In America, while the other traces
a penniless young Immigrant's ascent from
helpless obscurity to usefulness and fame
ns chief factor in the movement for the
teformation of tenement-hous- e conditions
In New York. " These two volumes should
stand side by side within easy reach of
every citizen of 'the Republic.

Seeking yet another sign and portent nf
the new century one might fancy he had
found it In the youthfulness of certain re-

cent winners of literary success. It Is the

ing level with those of feeding grain.
The effect of the high price for corn and

oats has had a curious Influence on the
offal from flour, and prices have advanced
to figures not reached in many years. Sales
have been made at 5 to 127 per ton for
mill feed and low grade flour, the flour
selling for SO cents per barrel more for feed
than It would bring as flour, and the very
lowest grades advanced to within 11.40 of
the top grades, something probably never
before witnessed.

Tho effect of the high price for feeding
stuffs has been very pronounced In the price
or ait smas oi provisions, nuts, caiue miu
sheep have been selling at very mgn figures
oil th. atl anil nwfnv in tho hlvh ftrfnMI

which feeders were compelled to pay for

Author

Railroad, rising to a speed ot 1,260 words
a minute between Philadelphia and Al--

237 miles.toona, ... .. . . .roe perforation or tne paper ts eneciec,
by a common. Morse key. so that every
Morse operator .Is a Delany operator as
well. With this absence of anything new
... ........ ,..,:--.i . tk..-- m.iii,.--.... .--. ,. ...i..

paper transmission bids fair to vanish. By--
""" f" - m r"VT
-- tl"- XT ,?5?SLJZJX1
headquarters to be delivered at 'Its 'destin-
ation as a roll of tape bearing Morse char-
acters.. These can be forthwith set .up-b-y

any ltnotyper who has devoted a, fortnight,
to mastering the Morse code.

Mr. Delany proposes that his telegraph
take from the railroads much'of the" noatal
In New York he would.recefve letters for r
Chicago which, within twenty J minutes., .

Wheat Unparalleled in History. J

iief Triumphs of Invention in the Marvellous Field of Electricity. J,
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soul as in the body; we may let the first
year of the century die. with the gllmpssj ', ,
of a still more hopeful future Before' it ""

ciosinr eyes. "
!. V

232, and in the auxiliary navy S3, a total
of S07, but the fighting vessels. large aa4-sma- ll,

number 177. of which 1 are bulldmsV
Disregarding the smaller gunboats and tor--,
pedo boats, the effective force now in serv-
ice consists of 10 battleships, two armored;
cruisers, thirty cruisers and gunboats and .
fifteen harbor defense vessels, fifty-sev- Is"
all. " "

As against twelve battleships and ar-
mored cruisers In commission, fourteen of
these great fighting machines are under,
construction. Their completion will nearly
double tho offensive strength of the navy.
What Is most needed Is an increase hi rha

of officers and men, so that th
vessels under construction can be ade-- ---
quately manned when completed.

Compared with the great Powers of Eu-
rope, our armed strength on land and sea
is now," as it always has been In time ofpeace, very small, but it is or the highest
quality in persons and materials, and it haa
behind it a potential reserve in men, money
resources and mechanical appliances whlcn
no nation will lightly disregard.

By
JOSEPH B. GILDER.

day of the younj ncn and of the yonac
wemen. With Mr. Churchill breaking aaV.
records by following up one novel of enor "
mous vogue by another no less popular;
with Mr. Norris striking the realistic note
of "McTeague" still more powerfully ta
"The Octopus"; Ith Mr. Tarkington whs- -.

universal plaudits by works of flctloa ' ''
ot two very different kinds, and tinothT.
"gentleman from Indiana," or at least of
Indlanan extraction, Mr. Owen Johnson,
winning his ppurs at 22; with Miss Rtmkla,
at the same age, doing the same thins; atfll
more notably (if a young lady's achieve-
ments may be characterized by so '""'fitt
a phrase), and with Miss Margaret Potter
and Miss Anna Chapin credited each ttth' - V
three published books of excellent quality ',,- -r

at the age of 20, ft can hardly be contender!
In America to-d- that "slow rises worffc' 3

by youthfulness depressed." - - -

B7A.L,RUSSEL,
Editor of the Market Report

feed stuffs there has been an enormotMi-- :
movement to market. Receipts of hog tr
the late fall were the largest on record,
and-ye-t with the enormous nog-- mniimsntmere was sieaay aavance in product. Oas.effect of the rush to market farm animate'

been that the average weight has Toeest
extremely light, hogs running about tha
iigniest on record. , .?The, drought which affected the great' ,
grain crops was disastrous to the cottoa' --,, .
crop, and, notwlthstandlnr that th mmmrm'
of cotton was the largest' on record-abo- ut'';

"""i "'"" jm oi iinx per
was we smallest, ana the total crop Is, ia V
cording to the preliminary estimates, abeet
1 7SA MA tint. nnil.. 4h& T7ZZ:'
duced In this country. ra--t

Br GEORGE ILES
of "Hame, Ekctrfcrtr and Ciacrtf,.

For years we have been familiar with tfcg '
gleam of the.GelMler tubesr which subject - '
traces of. sasea in .fiuiw .- - "rf,.in UUUI KU B '2.auction coll. Mr. Peter Cooner Hewitt at lNew York, produces a briniant beamlwfth "
similar tubes containing slight remnants otmercurial .. .rr-r.- v : -- - i1"1 .,
mI Km energetic pulses Of electricity. .

At the' an Exposition at T
Wit.-.- -

!,. l...t.rf ti TTT . -
rri"" wruugni a new miracle. Asunset faded from the sky the electrichva .,

eaUrlet there 1m Bt "'anii'a. .. am ' '
primal taaaotrmtimn. .,- -

5SSS2
j-&ZtThe stupendous-"currca- t from Niagara, .s?thrown on Kir miim a .r".. .v...- - 5. ,tf- -jt,' Hi- --y - ' - wr iiciaww ivrsji ,;

3.Vt";r'1,, Emmet, recalled the dsW, j" g
with'aneffeermoravsabUmebaarsitmlw. ?4 V,.becauseT- -, less?-- ' measutrt;and'beaitara'1M
woraoia-numa- n touch.

A.tB new, central station or the
Jt)Ol!tfl.n Street 1I..M...i New' Toifc tamtrfeSV5wouiof'arrlve In CWcagoforprosjptd.-.'St-. engines anwnsatusavaUvery.V. V 'IV stotai
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